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Abstract:    

 
Anacardiaceae, the cashew family, is an economically important, 

primarily pantropical group of 82 genera and ca. 800 species. The 

family is well known for its cultivated edible fruits and seeds 

(mangos, pistachios, and cashews), dermatitis causing taxa (e.g., 

Metopium, Semecarpus, Toxicodendron, etc.), and lacquer plants 

(Toxicodendron and Gluta spp.). This lecture will introduce you to 

the family and present preliminary data on the evolutionary 

relationships of the family, which were evaluated using plastid 

(rps16 and trnLF) and nrDNA (ETS) sequence data. Important 

characteristics such as toxic compounds, dispersal mechanism and 

biogeography will be discussed in the context of the elucidated 

phylogeny. A brief overview of the botanical aspects of the 

collaborative NJIT-BBG NSF-sponsored project will also be provided. 
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and the President of the Torrey Botanical Society. She received her 

Ph.D. From Louisiana State University in Plant Biology and her 

bachelors degree in biology from St. Andrews University in North 

Carolina. Her research focuses on the systematics of the cashew 

family, Anacardiaceae and includes traditional taxonomic as well 

as molecular phylogenetic approaches. Dr. Pell travels worldwide 

for her research and teaches numerous botanical courses at 

colleges and adult education programs in New York City. 
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