MECHANICAL & INDUSTRIAL ENGINEERING
COLLOQUIUM: ME 794 001

Richard Ranky, PhD

President & CEO
3-Spark LLC
Boston, USA

Email: Richard@3-spark.com

Wednesday, April 17, 2013
221 MEC
1:00 to 2:25pm

“How do Patents Work? An Engineer’s Guide to Intellectual Property”

Abstract:

Intellectual Property (IP) is the unit which world governments use to define ownership of ideas. Lawsuits
disputing IP for large companies like Apple and Samsung are commonplace in the news nowadays. When
completing University and starting our professional life it is important to know what our rights are, how do we
protect the value of our innovations, and then use them to improve our business. If you want to go to
crowdfunding websites for a new idea, be sure to follow some easy steps first to protect your work. With the
advent of open-source materials, specifically in 3D printing, the idea of ownership will be more and more
challenging to enforce. What does ‘open-source’ mean specifically? How we can benefit from it in order to
move faster and what to be careful of. It is not always the best idea to pursue a patent. What is it like for an
engineer to work with patent attorneys and how expensive is their time?
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proprietary know-how.
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